2o8                           SOCIAL REFORM

measure responsible for that abounding energy and zeal
which enabled Japan, in two generations, to rise from
obscurity to so large a measure of economic and political
importance in the family of nations*.l But he also appealed
on higher grounds:

*The first is the utter inhumanity of the institution. The
spirit of civilized peoples rose so strongly against slavery
during the nineteenth century that it was practically abolished
throughout the world. And yet the state of untouchability,
which in some of its aspects is worse than slavery, is permitted
to survive without effective protest on the part of a majority
of our people. Wherever slavery has existed there has been a
certain amount of contact between master and slave. In Greece
and Rome we know that trade was despised and industrial
and commercial enterprises were given over to helots. The
Romans used their slaves not only as personal servants but as
agents, managers, bailiffs, book-keepers, etc., so that the slaves
had opportunity of rising to relatively high functions. But
the Indian caste peoples have doomed the untouchables to a
condition of servility and humiliation which is even more
subtly cruel than the physical tortures practised by the slave-
hunters in Africa, and the poignancy of which will increase
with education.

'Their dwellings shall be outside the village and their wealth
shall be dogs and donkeys. Their dress shall be the garments of
the dead, they shall eat their food from broken dishes. Their
transactions shall be among themselves and their marriages
with their equals. At night they shall not walk about in vil-
lages or towns.

'Such are some of the rules prescribed in the Laws of Manu.
When the law of the land sanctions so harsh an ostracism and
that in. perpetuity, we are not surprised to find in practice that
outcastes have been bought and sold as chattels and universally
they are treated with less consideration than cattle.*2

This rather lengthy quotation best does justice to the

1 Speeches and Addresses, vol. ii, p. 451.                           2 Ibid., p. 455.